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An orative speech makes use
of a variety of semantic mark-
ers to involve the audience and
emphasize the message. The se-
mantic markers include the emo-
tional words and the feature of
repetition (repetition of words or
sentence patterns). These words
and ideas appeal to the feelings of
the audience and can have posi-
tive or negative connotations. The
choice of these words which are
packed with emotion can influ-
ence an audience for oragainst
an addresser's ideas, to be with or
against them.

These words include the follow-
ing:

1- Words with positive conno-
tation The choice of warm fuzzy
words can help to get the audi-
ence on the orator side. 4-Imag-
ine the perfect scene, not a care
in the world, walking down the
street hand in hand with adoring
parents....they stop and buy you as
1.50 triple scoop choc dipped ice
cream.....

2-Words with negative conno-
tation These weasel words have
the opposite effects to positively
charge emotive words. 5-From
a distance you see them appear,

dressed in black, hair like knot-

T
Ny

Ny
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Semantic Markers of

Oration

ted liquorices. Their top lips quiv-
er and sneer in unison like Elvis
with a toothache. They see you
and appear to scowl and grunt
at each other and point at you
accusingly(ibid).

Contrast / juxtaposition

The use of positive and nega-
tive words in close proximity can
highlight and improve the effec-
6-Your

'nice’ day is now ruined. The triple

tiveness of orators ideas.

scope ice cream melts then drips
all over your black jersey and up
yourselves. 4- Repetition The ora-
tors make their speeches more in-
teresting, vibrant and memorable
by using the feature of repetition.
As the audience relies only on
memory, the speaker often resorts
to repetition to enable his listeners
to follow him and retain the main
points of the speech. Repetition
is also resorted to in order to per-
suade the audience(ibid).

Repetition of words

The repetition of the same lin-
guistic form is used to hammer
home a point and make it memo-
rable. 7-Trustis an important con-
cept in society. If you can't trust
friends not to blab your secrets

all over school, if you can't trust

‘f * Sheikh Ameer Yaseen Alwali H

teachers not to blast you for some-
thing that he or she let someone
away with yesterday; if parents
can't trust you enough to let

you borrow the car-how can
you survive in the modern world.

Repetition of sentence struc-
ture (parallel structure)

Repetition can be regarded as
the most typical stylistic device
of the oratorical style. Phrases,
groups of words or parallel struc-
tures are repeated for the purpose
of making an effect on the audi-
ence. 8-1 have a dream. | have a
dream that the sons and daughters
of former slaves and the sons and
daughters of former slave owners
will sit down at the table of broth-
erhood. 9-We shall fight them on
the beaches, we shall fight then
5-List-

ing The orators tend to use lists

on land and in the air.

in order to emphasize important
points. 10-Instead of this school
rule change affects all students,
say this new school rule change af-
fects form 1s', form 2s', form 3s',
form 4s', form 6s', and even form
7s'..

The source:-The Rhetoric of
Oratory in English and Arabic: An
Applicable Study to One of Imam

Ali's Oration
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